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I hereby certify that this correspondence is 
today being deposited with the U.S. Postal 
Service in an envelope with appropriate 
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Commissioner for Patents and 
Trademarks, Washington, D.C 20231. 


Serial No.: 
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Confirmation No. 
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Examiner 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

[ ] 1 . Pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .97(b) 

[within 3 months of filing or prior to 1 st Office Action] 

\\ 2. Certification Pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .97(c) 
[before Final Office Action or Allowance] 

[X] 3. Fee Payment Pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .97(c) 
[before Final Office Action or Allowance] 

[ ] 4. Petition, Certification & Petition Fee Payment 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .97(d) [before issue fee payment] 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

The following are submitted in the above identified application in compliance with 37 CFR 1.97 
& 1.98: 



RECEIVED 

MAR 0 4 2003 
Technology Center 21 00 



[X] 



A list of documents on form PTO-1449. 



* MPEP §609A(2) provides for an exception to the general rule that copies be enclosed if they 
were previously cited by or submitted to the Office in a prior application, provided that .the prior 
application is properly identified in the statement and relied on for an earlier filing date under 
35 U S C 120 Copies were submitted to the PTO with prior application number 08/747,420 
and this application is being relied upon for an earlier filing date. Nevertheless, for the 
Examiner's convenience, copies are provided herewith. 

This paper is submitted in accordance with: 

[ ] 6. 37 CFR 1 .97(b): [within 3 months of filing or prior to 1 st Office Action] 
[X] 7. 



37 CFR 1 .97(c): [before Final Office Action or Allowance, whichever is earlier]; g 
and ^ 



[ ] 8. The required certification made in item 1 1 below; or 



o 



[X] 9. 



The $180.00 fee specified in 37 CFR § 1.1 7(p) for submission of 
this Information Disclosure Statement. 



[ ] .10. 37 CFR §1 .97(d): [before issue fee payment]; and 

a) This is a petition for consideration of the subject Information Disclosure 

Statement. The petition fee ($180.00) required by 37 CFR 1 .17(i) is authorized 
in item 12 below. (Direct this letter to: "Attention PETITIONS EXAMINER" and if 
applicable include batch locator information: e.g. "Allowed Files, 
Batch , Date of Allowance "), and 



b) The required Certification is stated in item 1 1 below. 



[] 11. Certification: 



[ ] a) Each item of information contained in this Statement was cited in a 

communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application 
not more than three months prior to the filing of this Statement; or 



[ ] b) No item of information contained in this Statement was cited in a communication 

from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application or, to the 
knowledge of the person signing this document after making reasonable inquiry, 
was known to any individual designated in 37 CFR 1 .56(c) more than three (3) 
months prior to the filing of this Statement. 

[ ] 12. Please charge any applicable fees associated with the submittal of this 

Information Disclosure Statement to Deposit Account No. . An original 

and two (2) copies of this document are enclosed. 



Date: February 25, 2003 Respectfully submitted, 



Joan-Marc Zimmerman 
Registration No. 36,978 
Zimmerman & Levi, LLP 
226 St. Paul Street 
Westfield, NJ 07090 
(908) 654-8000 



